DRAFT

MINUTES

LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE MEETING

November 10, 2009 – 4:00 P.M.

24 Clay Street, Martinsville, VA

LHRC MEMBERS ATTENDING:  Aleen Wilson, Nancy Davis, Sharon Shepherd, John Potter and Jerry Womack 

OTHERS ATTENDING:  Douglas Jones - The Lamano Agency, Stephanie Milikin and Jenny Deloranzo - Hope Tree Family Services, Mary E. Menefee and Linda Mayo - Mayo Residential, LLC, Ann Minnix - Family Preservations Services, Cynthia Eply  - Claye Corp., Vicki Adams - M-Powering Kids, Brandon Hudson, Tim Hall and Richard Rollan - Upside to Youth Development, Sharon Wilson - Blue Ridge Counseling Services, Jennifer Gobble - Support Systems, LLC, Raymond Tayag - Branches of Hope, Bobbie Seamster - National Counseling Group, Jason Everson - A New Inspiration, Peggy Tunnell - Memorial Hospital, Nora Hunt – Herrick House, Lisa Stump - ATIBA Youth Intervention Services, Tillie Thompson, Henry Ayers – PARC Workshop, Inc., Sara Phillips – PHCC Intern, Rhoda Hurst and Amanda Lott – Pioneer Health, Mary McCrae, JB, WD, Nan Neese - Regional Advocate, Pat Ephriam, Greg Preston, Daniel Spencer and Becky Lovell - Piedmont Community Services. 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Peggy Ferguson and Jerri Crews  

I. 
Executive Session – Next Friend Case #0100 – Jerry Womack made a motion “that the LHRC go into closed session pursuant to Virginia Code §2.1-344.A (4) and (15) for the purpose of protecting the privacy of individuals in personal matters not related to public business and the discussion of medical and mental records, namely to consider the designation of a next friend request”.  The motion received a second and the committee voted unanimously in favor of the motion to go into closed session.

Members present:  Aleen Wilson, Jim Potter, Jerry Womack, Sharon Shepherd and Nancy Davis.   Others present:  Nan Neese, Becky Lovell, Greg Preston, Tillie Thompson and the consumer named in case #0100.


After hearing testimony from all parties involved, Nancy Davis made a motion that the LHRC approve the “next friend” request as presented and Jim Potter seconded the motion.  A unanimous vote followed to approve Tillie Thompson as “next friend” in case #0100.  It was noted that if family members come back into the picture, this will need to be brought back before the committee.  The parents of the consumer involved in this next friend discussion will be sent one more letter and if they do not respond, the necessary paperwork to assign Tillie Thompson as A/R will begin.

Jerry Womack made a motion that each member be certified that to the best of their knowledge that only matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements were heard, discussed or considered.  Each LHRC member present responded individually, “I so certify.”

The committee remained in closed session in order to discuss Case #0101.

II.  
Executive Session – Next Friend Case #0101 – 
Members present:  Aleen Wilson, Jim Potter, Jerry Womack, Sharon Shepherd and Nancy Davis.   Other present:  Nan Neese, Becky Lovell, Daniel Spencer, Greg Preston, Linda Mayo, Mary Menefee, Mary McCrae, and the consumer named in case #0101.

After hearing testimony from all parties involved, Jim Potter made a motion that the LHRC approve the request that Mary McCrae serve as “next friend” for the consumer named in case #0101.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the request as presented.

Jim Potter made a motion “to reconvene the LHRC into public session.”  The motion received a second and committee members voted unanimously to reconvene into public session.

Nancy Davis made a motion that each member be certified that to the best of their knowledge that only matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements were heard, discussed or considered.  Each LHRC member present responded individually, “I so certify.”

III.   
Approval of August 8, 2009 minutes – Aleen Wilson

Becky sent copies of the minutes for the August 8, 2009 meeting with meeting notices. After reviewing the minutes, a motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the minutes as presented
IV.
CSB Activities – Dr. Pat Ephriam

a. Dr. Ephriam reported that PCS has had two significant state budget cuts and they expect another cut in January that could be more significant.  Only two positions were lost during the first two cuts, Dr. Rountree retired and another person transferred to another position.  The agency will likely have to cut staff if we do get another cut in state funding.

b. PCS will be applying for another grant, in the amount of $524,000, for an additional group home.  We have received four of these grants in the past and anticipate approval of this grant.

V.
Regional Advocate’s Report – Nan Neese 

a. Nan reported that her department will need to undergo some additional reorganization and that Sherry Miles will probably return to this area as the regional advocate.  The details of the reorganization will not be known until early in January. Adrian Monti in Roanoke recently resigned and that position will not be filled.  

b. Nan visited two PCS group homes today and both received good reports.

VI.
Recruitment - Aleen Wilson


Aleen asked committee members to make referrals for new committee members to fill positions that will be vacant in June when a couple of committee members’ terms expire and they are not eligible to serve additional terms.  Becky reported that she received a verbal resignation from Peggy Ferguson today.   She also reported that she talked with another consumer who is interested in serving and she gave her an application to complete. Nan requested that the affiliates also make recommendations for these positions.

VII.
Affiliation Request – Pioneer Health

Amanda Lott, a representative for Pioneer Health Hospital Services, told committee members that her organization has purchased the Stuart hospital (formerly R. J. Reynolds Memorial Hospital) and it is now being operated under the name of Pioneer Health Community Hospital.  Pioneer Health’s home office is in Mississippi.

 Ms. Lott requested affiliation for a geriatric day treatment program to be offered at Pioneer Health Hospital.  They plan to offer psychiatric services through a telemedicine method.  They have an R.N., LCSW, and an Activities Coordinator on staff to work in the program.  Participants will see a doctor 2-3 times a month, have a therapist session, have access to a registered nurse and will participate in activities therapy.  The hospital is located next door to a nursing home and assisted living facility.  Their service area will be a 40-mile radius of the hospital and they hope to have services available in December. Nan explained that the licensing process has changed and LHRCs will no longer receive Human Rights Policies and Procedures prior to affiliation.

John Potter made a motion to extend Pioneer Health temporary affiliation.  The motion received a second and a unanimous vote followed to extend the temporary affiliation.  A copy of Pioneer Health’s policies and procedures will be made available to LHRC members for review in the near future.  Becky will send Pioneer Health an Affiliation Agreement.

VIII.
Re-Affiliations:


a.  Family Preservations Services – Nan advised the committee that it is necessary for Family Preservation Services to re-affiliate their Franklin County services with this LHRC due to recent changes in the Roanoke area.  Jim Potter made a motion to allow reestablishing affiliation of Family Preservation Services with this LHRC. The motion received a seconded and a unanimous vote of approval followed. 

IX.
Other:

a. Wall Residences – Stephanie Bakely reported that they have received license for a 

new home, the “King Home”, which is located in the Boones Mills area of Franklin County.  The Kings have 20 years experience in the human services field.  A motion was made to extend Wall Residences’ to include this additional home and a unanimous vote followed to include this home.

       b.  Family Preservation Services, Inc. -  Ann Minnix reported that they are now serving 11 schools in Henry County.  FP provides Therapeutic Day Treatment in these schools.  The number of clients served will depend on the number of referrals.  Ann also reported that MH Support Services is growing. 

       c.  Affiliates gave the following reports:  
Upside to Youth Development – Tim Hall reported that they have sent a modification to licensure and awaiting approval.

Mayo Residential – Linda Mayo reported that things are going good there.

Hope Tree – Jenny Deloranzo reported that they will have two opening in their Martinsville group home.

M-Powering Youth – Vicki Adams reported that she is waiting to hear from licensure.

The Lamano Agency – Douglas Jones reported that they have no changes.

PARC Workshop – Henry Ayers reported that they have had no changes in this program.

Memorial Hospital of M/HC – Peggy Tunnell reported “no changes”.

National Counseling – Bobbi Jo Seamster reported that they now have ten counselors.

Support Systems, LLC – Jennifer Gobble reported that they have added an office in Rocky Mount and they are looking to include mentoring services in Franklin County.

A New Inspiration – Jason Everson reported that they are now serving five consumers.

ATIBA – Lisa Stump reported that they are serving the Danville area now and plan to be open in Martinsville/Henry County in April 2010.

Claye Corporation – Cynthia Eply reported “no changes”.

Horizons – Jerry Womack reported that the Martinsville Horizons program has about 25 participants daily. 

Branches of Hope – Raymond Tayag reported “no changes”.

      d.   Becky reminded everyone that the Annual Seclusion/Restraint Report is due January 15 and should be sent to Margaret Walsh, State Human Rights Committee.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:35 p.m. 

The Committee scheduled the following 2010 meetings:

· February 2, 2010 (snow date is February 9), 4-6:00 p.m., 24 Clay Street

· May 4, 2010 (meeting at 4:00 p.m. and Annual Appreciation Dinner to follow), Dutch Inn, Collinsville

· August 3, 2010, 4-6:00 pm, 24 Clay Street

· November 9, 2010, 4-6:00 pm, 24 Clay Street






Respectfully submitted by:

_____________________________________






Dr. Patrick W. Ephriam

